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ORIGIN PM-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 DODE-OO L-03 SS-15 OC-06 CCO-OO 

EB-11 USPS-02 OMB-01 COME-OO NEA-10 PA-03 PRS-01 

USIA-15 TRSE-00 MBFR-03 SAJ-01 /104R 
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OSD/ISA/EUR - MR. LLOYD 
OSD/ISA/FMRA - LTC TERRY 
EUR/WE - MR. BEIGEL 
L/PM - MR FIELDS 
OSD/GC - MR. ALLEN 

121002 

R 021510Z AUG 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION NATO 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USNMR SHAPE 
USDEL MC 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSAFE 
CINCUSAREUR 

AFPCS DIST BRUSSELS BELGIUM 

AFPCS EUR ME RGN RHEIN MAIN AB GERMANY 

NATO SHAPE SUPPORT GROUP BELGIUM 

USAFPCS ALEX VA 

CINCUSNAVEUR 
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REF: BRUSSELS 4368 

1. ALTHOUGH ARTICLE XIV OF SHAPE/BELGIUM AGREEMENT REFERS 
TO AGREEMENT BETWEEN PROPER SHAPE AUTHORITIES AND APPRO- 
PRIATE BELGIAN AUTHORITIES, THAT ARTICLE ALSO CONTAINS 
EXPRESS AUTHORIZATION TO SEND "OTHER THAN OFFICIAL MAIL" 

TO SHAPE AND ITS MEMBERS THROUGH "THE ARMED FORCES OWN 
SERVICE." IN THIS REGARD, OF PERHAPS EVEN MORE 
SIGNIFICANCE IS GOB AGREEMENT IN ITS NOTE NO. 1342 OF 

APRIL 19, 1963, TO "THE CONCLUSIONS" OF AN EXCHANGE OF 
DOCUMENTS WHICH INCLUDED THE EMBASSY'S NOTE NO. 57 OF 
NOVEMBER 29, 1962, WHEREIN THE EMBASSY STATED ITS 
WILLINGNESS "TO WORK OUT WITH THE BELGIAN AUTHORITIES" 
PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING OF POSTAL SERVICE. THUS, WE 
CONSIDER THAT 1962-1963 EXCHANGES OF NOTES AND MEMORANDA 
CONSTITUTING AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOB AND USG IS BEST 
AUTHORITY FOR POSITION THAT ANY CHANGE IN EXISTING APO 
PROCEDURES SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED BY AGREEMENT OF THE 
PARTIES. 

2. REFERENCE TO ASSESSMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
CONTRABAND OR PROHIBITED ITEMS WAS SHORT HAND RECOGNITION 
OF FACT THAT IMPORTATION OF SUCH ITEMS NORMALLY RESULTS 

IN FINANCIAL PENALTIES (AS WELL AS CONFISCATION OF GOODS). 
ROGERS 
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